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he could only undertake formidable aggressive move-
ments if the Turks and Tartars rose, and once again
they disappointed his hopes. Instead of new com-
batants joining in the fray the old ones were quitting
it, Bute was eager to take the step which Pitt had
scorned to take in 1760. Before the year was out
France and England signed the preliminaries which
were embodied in the Peace of Paris in February,
1763. Immediately after Burkersdorf, the Russians
withdrew and it was not to be expected that the
Austrians and Imperialists could accomplish by
themselves a task which had baffled the unbroken
coalition Daun, indeed, attempted to avenge Bur-
kersdorf by a counter-surprise. He failed and in
October, 1762, Schweidnitz fell. Before the month
was over Prince Henry, who was conducting the
campaign in Saxony, gained a great victory over the
Imperialist army at Freiberg. The campaign closed
with an armistice between Frederick and the Aus-
trians and a series of Prussian forays against the
hostile princes of the Empire.

At last the Queen realised that she had failed.
She promptly determined not to prolong a struggle
which could only add to the misery of mankind* So
vast a legacy of hate had, however, been left by the
war that it was difficult to find a single Power whose
good offices both sides could accept with a view to
peace. The Queen therefore brought herself to
approach "the wicked man" direct and sent an
e'nvoy to the King of Prussia. For nearly seven
weeks negotiations went on at Hubertusburg, a
castle of the unfortunate Saxon monarch, Frederick